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Experimental Procedures
Synthesis. Chemicals were purchased from commercial sources and used as received with the exception of MeCN, which was distilled over CaH2. Compounds 3 and 4 were prepared according to literature procedures. S1,S2 ESIMS were recorded with a Bruker micrOTO-Q II spectrometer. NMR spectra were recorded with a Bruker Avance 400 spectrometer.
1.
A solution of 3 (80 mg, 0.38 mmol), 4 (100 mg, 0.32 mmol) and TFA (20 µL, 0.26 mmol) in MeCN (20 mL) was heated under reflux for 18 hours. After cooling down to ambient temperature, the solvent was distilled off under reduced pressure and the residue was dissolved in CH2Cl2 (5 mL). The addition of hexane (10 mL) caused the formation of a dark red precipitate. The suspension was cooled down to 0 ºC and the precipitate was filtered off. The resulting solid was dissolved in CH2Cl2 (30 mL) and washed with a saturated aqueous solution of K2CO3 (3 × 100 mL). The organic phase was dried over anhydrous Na2SO4, filtered and the solvent was distilled off under reduced pressure to afford 1 (15 Absorption and Emission Spectroscopies. Absorption spectra were recorded with a Varian Cary 100 Bio spectrometer, using quartz cells with a path length of 1.0 cm. Emission spectra were recorded with a Varian Cary Eclipse spectrometer in aerated solutions. Fluorescence quantum yields were determined with a 9,10-diphenylanthracene standard, following a literature protocol. Silver Nanoparticles. Aqueous NaOH (1.2 M, 0.1 mL) was added to aqueous AgNO3 (0.22 g, 26 mL) under vigorous stirring. A dark-brown precipitate formed immediately. Aqueous NH4OH (7.3 M, 1 mL) was added dropwise to dissolve the precipitate. The resulting clear solution was cooled down to 5 °C. Glass slides were submerged in the cooled solution and aqueous D-glucose (0.35 g, 4 mL) was added. The mixture was stirred for 2 min at 5 °C, allowed to warm up to ambient temperature, heated to 40 °C and stirred for a further 10 min at this temperature. In the process, the yellow-green solution turned brown and a greenish coating deposited on the slides.
The slides were removed from the solution, washed with H2O, sonicated in H2O for 1 min at ambient temperature, washed again with H2O and dried in air for 2 hours.
Atomic Force Microscopy. Atomic force microscopy (AFM) measurements were performed with a Multimode 8 system attached to a Bruker Nanoscope V electronics unit. Topographic data were acquired in Asyst Mode and Set point (proportional to the force exerted by the probe on the sample) was kept in automatic mode. All samples were analyzed using silicon nitride triangular levers with silicon oxide pyramidal tips (Bruker SNL-10, nominal spring constant = 0.35 nN·nm 
